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SOC-1020: SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Cuyahoga Community College
Viewing: SOC-1020 : Social Institutions
Board of Trustees:
March 2021

Academic Term:
Fall 2021

Subject Code
SOC - Sociology

Course Number:
1020

Title:
Social Institutions

Catalog Description:
A sociological examination of major social institutions: the family, religion, education, politics, economy, and health care. Analysis of
social dynamics and change. Use of theory and research to develop an understanding of institutional development and evolution.

Credit Hour(s):
3

Lecture Hour(s):
3
Lab Hour(s):
0

Other Hour(s):
0

Requisites
Prerequisite and Corequisite
SOC-1010 Introductory Sociology, or SOC-101H Honors Introductory Sociology, or PSY-1010 General Psychology, or PSY-101H Honors
General Psychology, or ANTH-1010 Cultural Anthropology.

Outcomes
Course Outcome(s):
Apply major sociological theories to the understanding of social institutions and social change.

Essential Learning Outcome Mapping:
Critical/Creative Thinking: Analyze, evaluate, and synthesize information in order to consider problems/ideas and transform them in
innovative or imaginative ways.
Written Communication: Demonstrate effective written communication for an intended audience that follows genre/disciplinary
conventions that reflect clarity, organization, and editing skills.

Objective(s):
1. Demonstrate an understanding of the manifest and latent functions of social institutions.
2. Examine in writing the role of power in the development and evolution of social institutions.
3. Analyze in writing the role of individual interaction in shaping and defining social institutions.
4. Demonstrate in writing the ability to critically examine the validity of sociological theory as an explanatory framework for social
institutions; written work may include multimodal or other projects of equivalent rigor and substance.

Course Outcome(s):
Develop an understanding of how social institutions are embedded in the social structure of society.
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Essential Learning Outcome Mapping:
Critical/Creative Thinking: Analyze, evaluate, and synthesize information in order to consider problems/ideas and transform them in
innovative or imaginative ways.
Written Communication: Demonstrate effective written communication for an intended audience that follows genre/disciplinary
conventions that reflect clarity, organization, and editing skills.

Objective(s):
1. Examine in writing the role of social institutions in shaping the social components of race and gender.
2. Demonstrate an understanding of the impact of social class in the development and evolution of social institutions.
3. Demonstrate in writing the impact of patterns of individual and group interactions in the development of social institutions;

written work may include multimodal or other projects of equivalent rigor and substance.

Course Outcome(s):
Write, discuss, and/or present an analysis of the sociological significance of a social institution.

Essential Learning Outcome Mapping:
Critical/Creative Thinking: Analyze, evaluate, and synthesize information in order to consider problems/ideas and transform them in
innovative or imaginative ways.
Written Communication: Demonstrate effective written communication for an intended audience that follows genre/disciplinary
conventions that reflect clarity, organization, and editing skills.

Objective(s):
1. Review examples of sociological research related to the development and evolution of social institutions.
2. Conduct an analysis of the impact of social change on social institutions.
3. Demonstrate in writing the ability to critically examine social behavior as it is impacted by social institutions; written work may
include multimodal or other projects of equivalent rigor and substance.

Methods of Evaluation:
1. Tests and quizzes
2. Classroom discussions
3. Critical thinking exercises, written and oral
4. Small and large group activities
5. Journals
6. Research activities

Course Content Outline:
1. The economy and work

a. Historical economic systems
b. Capitalism, socialism, and mixed economies
c. Types of work, gender, age, and work
d. Underground economy, contingent workforce

2. Politics and government
a. Global political systems
b. Types of power and authority
c. US political system

3. Marriage and family
a. Types of families and family structures
b. Marriage patterns
c. Minority famiies
d. Parenting
e. Cohabitation and singlehood

4. Education
a. Functions of education
b. Mediocracy and grade inflation
c. Tracking and minority groups
d. Public vs. private schools

5. Religion
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a. World religions
b. Cults, sects, churches, denominations, and eccesia
c. Religion and social class
d. Secularization

6. Health and Health Care
a. Social epidemiology
b. The sick role
c. Inequalities in health care
d. Government vs. private health care
e. Mental illness

7. Population and Urbanization
a. Fertility, life expectancy, and mortality
b. Malthusian perspective
c. Migration and immigration
d. Urban growth models
e. Urban villagers and urban life
f. Suburbanization and gentrification

8. Social Change
a. Dynamics of collective behavior
b. Crowd behavior
c. Types of social movements
d. Stages in social movements
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Resources Other
1. Field trips.
2. Guest speakers.
3. Multimedia presentations
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