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Catalog Description:
Nature, purpose, and function of government of the United States at the national level. Relationships between structure, function and
process. Dynamics of political change, including role and significance of U.S. Constitution. Current issues of American public policy
with a focus on the analysis and interpretation of primary source materials.

Credit Hour(s):
3

Lecture Hour(s):
3

Requisites
Prerequisite and Corequisite
ENG-1010 College Composition I or eligibility for ENG-101H College Composition I; or departmental approval.

Outcomes
Course Outcome(s):
Interpret and explain the democratic principles embodied by the Declaration of Independence, Articles of Confederation, and the
Constitution.

Essential Learning Outcome Mapping:
Civic Responsibility: Analyze the results of actions and inactions with the likely effects on the larger local and/or global communities.

Objective(s):
1. Discuss theoretical and historical roots of U.S. democracy.
2. Compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation with the Constitution.
3. Discuss the importance of the interest group system.
4. Distinguish among the major political ideologies found within the U.S. and how those ideologies relate to political party
membership.
5. Discuss the nature of judicial philosophy and the impact varying philosophies may have on the nature of democracy.
6. Analyze the development of the fundamental civil liberties and rights of American citizens and discuss the relationship that exists
between recent events and civil rights and liberties.

Course Outcome(s):
Critique, interpret and understand the U.S. political process as defined by the Constitution.

Essential Learning Outcome Mapping:
Civic Responsibility: Analyze the results of actions and inactions with the likely effects on the larger local and/or global communities.
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Objective(s):
1. Analyze the role, effectiveness, and influence of public opinion and political ideology on the political process.
2. Analyze the role, effectiveness, and influence of the interest group system on the political process.
3. Analyze the role, effectiveness, and influence of the two-party system on the political process.
4. Analyze the role, effectiveness, and influence of the mass media on the political process.
5. Define the primary responsibilities of Congress, the Presidency and Executive branch, and the Federal Court system.
6. Discuss the policy process and the development of social, economic, foreign and defense policy.
7. Recognize the basic steps of the Congressional bill-making and federal budget process.
8. Demonstrate the ability to critique the overall effectiveness of the U.S. political process.

Course Outcome(s):
Evaluate the fragmentation that is inherent in the U.S. political system.

Essential Learning Outcome Mapping:
Civic Responsibility: Analyze the results of actions and inactions with the likely effects on the larger local and/or global communities.

Objective(s):
1. Define the primary responsibilities of Congress, the Presidency and Executive branch, and the Federal Court system.
2. Describe the development and purpose of American federalism.
3. Assess the nature of state-federal relations.
4. Compare and contrast powers of the federal legislative, executive, and judicial branches.
5. Explain the various “checks and balances” and other limitations that are in place among the three branches of government to
prevent abuse of power.
6. Discuss and explain the fragmentation that exists within Congress such as bicameralism, committee structure, and majority/
minority leadership.
7. Cultivate the ability to critique the overall efficiency of the U.S. political system.

Course Outcome(s):
Critique, interpret and understand the U.S. campaign process (at the national level).

Essential Learning Outcome Mapping:
Civic Responsibility: Analyze the results of actions and inactions with the likely effects on the larger local and/or global communities.

Objective(s):
1. Recognize political campaigns as a critical component of the U.S. political process.
2. Explain the role of the primary/caucus system in electing the President and Congress.
3. Summarize the role the Electoral College plays in electing the President.
4. Discuss various laws and court rulings that impact the campaign process.
5. Explain the significance and impact of scientific polling on the campaign process.
6. Assess the effectiveness of the U.S. campaign process and its effect on voter turnout and participation.

Methods of Evaluation:
A. Research paper or project
B. Essay exams
C. Objective exams
D. Quizzes
E. Participation in class discussions
F. Projects
G. Book reviews
H. Oral reports
I. Experiential learning
J. Final project

Course Content Outline:
1. The Declaration of Independence, Articles of Confederation and the U.S. Constitution.

a. Philosophical origins and democratic Ideals of the Declaration of Independence
b. Confederation – a league of states
c. Principles of the U.S. Constitution

2. Federalism
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a. Principles of federalism
b. Structure of federalism
c. Exclusion and concurrent powers

3. Public opinion and the media
a. Political socialization and how It occurs
b. Roles and impact of the media
c. Liberal vs. conservative media

4. Political parties and interest groups
a. Types of political parties
b. Two-party system
c. Third parties and independent candidates
d. Formation and functions of interest groups
e. Types of lobbying

5. Campaigns, elections and the electoral college
a. How the campaign process works
b. Campaign formation and regulation
c. Congressional and presidential elections
d. Purpose and function of the Electoral College vs. popular vote
e. Voter turnout and behavior

6. Congress
a. Article I, Constitution
b. Function
c. Structure and powers
d. Impeachment process
e. Oversight
f. Women and minority representation

7. The president
a. Article II, Constitution
b. Role as Chief Executive
c. Powers
d. Limitations and abuse of powers
e. Oversight
f. Rating the Presidents

8. The Supreme Court
a. Article III, Constitution
b. Structure
c. Jurisdiction and powers
d. Judicial philosophy
e. Oversight

9. The federal bureaucracy
a. Organization
b. Purpose
c. Function and powers
d. Congressional and Presidential oversight

10. Federal budget
a. Revenue and expenditures
b. Presidental proposal
c. Congressional approval
d. Fiscal policies

11. Civil liberties
a. Bill of Rights
b. Fourteenth amendment
c. Criminal defendants’ rights
d. Civil liberties vs. national security

12. Civil rights
a. Background
b. Fundamental rights
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c. Federal guarantees
d. Federal remedies

13. Public policy formation and implementation
a. Policy making
b. Type of policies
c. Decision-making process
d. Implementation

14. Foreign policy formation and implementation
a. Background
b. Foreign policy theories
c. Foreign policy development and implementation
d. Foreign policy today and human rights, war on terrorism and unilateral vs. multilateral approach

.
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