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Catalog Description:

Advanced discussion of nerve conduction studies and electromyography. Emphasis on less routine nerve conduction studies
(NCS), anomalous innervations, equipment, knowledge, placement stimulation sites, sources of error in nerve conduction studies,
electronics, pathology, waveforms identification and case presentation.

Credit Hour(s):
3

Lecture Hour(s):
2

Lab Hour(s):

2

Requisites
Prerequisite and Corequisite

END-2300 Nerve Conduction Studies.

Outcomes
Course Outcome(s):
Apply knowledge of peripheral nerve and muscle anatomy and physiology.

Objective(s):
1. Apply knowledge of neuroanatomy with obtained NCS test results.
2. Differentiate nerve and muscle pathology.

Course Outcome(s):
Perform more advanced nerve conduction studies of the upper and lower extremities as well as uncommon NCS procedures.

Objective(s):
1. Modify standard test procedures to include comparison NCS studies.

2. Use diagnosis to determine the need for cranial nerve NCS studies.
3. Analyze routine NCS results to determine need for repetitive nerve stimulation studies.

Course Outcome(s):
Demonstrate competency in trouble shooting common and uncommon technical problems during NCS studies.
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Objective(s):
1. Analyze abnormal NCS findings.
2. Distinguish differences between pathological findings and abnormal findings caused by technical problems.

Course Outcome(s):
Apply rules of electrical safety and universal precautions during NCS procedures.

Objective(s):

1. Recognize equipment malfunctions.
2. Practice universal precautions.

Course Outcome(s):
Interpret results of NCS studies.

Objective(s):
1. Report findings of NCS studies.
2. Write accurate technical impression of NCS findings.

Course Outcome(s):
Compare clinical correlations for nerve conduction findings.

Objective(s):
1. Discuss NCS results for specific diagnosis.
2. Defend results of nerve conduction studies.

Methods of Evaluation:

A. Quizzes

B. Lab skills (competency) tests
C. Case study presentations

D. Final exam

Course Content Outline:
a. Electrical safety
i. Patient grounding
ii. Equipment ground
b. Instrument setting
i. Sweep speed
ii. Sensitivity/gain
iii. Filter. high/low frequency
iv. Stimulus duration/intensity

c. Normal/abnormal innervations of peripheral nerves
i. Upper extremities

ii. Lower extremities

d. Stimulation points
i. Upper extremities

ii. Lower extremities
iii. Facial/blink studies

e. Recording sights
i. Upper extremities

ii. Lower extremities

iii. Facial/blink studies
f. Orthodromic vs. antidromic stimulation
g. Waveform measurement
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i. Latency
ii. Amplitude
iii. Duration
iv. Distances and computation on conduction velocities

h. Pitfalls in nerve conduction studies
i. Temperature effect

ii. Edema
iii. Incorrect stimulation sight
iv. Incorrect recording sight
v. Patient gender
vi. Patient age
vii. Patient height/weight
. Neurophysiological pathways
i. Motor pathways
ii. Sensory pathways
iii. Reflex pathways
. Muscle physiology

k. Plexus physiology
i. Brachial plexus

ii. Lumboscaral plexus
. Universal/standard precautions
m. HIPAA and patient confidentiality
n. OSHA standards
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