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Catalog Description:
Introduce theoretical and practical approaches to exploring movement (improvisation) and creating dances (choreography).
Explore elements of the creative process, including movement studies, research and development, inspirational sources, intention,
collaboration and presentation. This creative development course is appropriate for anyone in the performing arts.

Credit Hour(s):
1

Lecture Hour(s):
0
Lab Hour(s):
2

Requisites
Prerequisite and Corequisite
DANC-1501 Dance Fundamentals, or THEA-1500 Acting I, or THEA-1520 Improvisation and Performance I.

Outcomes
Course Outcome(s):
Apply improvisation and basic dance composition tools to develop personal movement vocabulary building into solo and group
studies.

Objective(s):
1. Demonstrate and discuss of the basic principles of dance improvisation and composition.
2. Discuss how to use dance improvisation as a tool for the research and development of new movement vocabulary, and to increase
range of movement qualities.
3. Demonstrate and discuss how the use of structural elements time, space, and energy can affect the structure of choreography.
4. Describe and evaluate the choreography of selected choreographers.
5. Create and perform small dance studies for independent solos, collaborative small groups and setting work on another dancer or
group of dancers.
6. Develop a “personal voice” as a dance creator.
7. Utilize different inspirational motivations for movement.
8. Develop tools for planning and documenting choreography.

Methods of Evaluation:
1. Solostudy
2. Groupstudy
3. Final choreography
4. Writtenjournaling
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5. Writtenand verbalresearchand development forchoreographicideas
6. Writtenevaluation of preexistingchoreography(throughfilm orlive performance)
7. Peer evaluation
8. Self-evation/reflection

Course Content Outline:
1. Improvisation

a. Solo Studies
b. Groupstudies
c. Improvisationas a tool forthe development of movement vocabulary
d. Improvisationas a tool to expand rangeof movement qualities

2. Choreography
a. 1. Compositional tools and structures
b. 2. Inspirational sources 
c. 3. Idea development
d. 4. Generating/creatingmovement
e. 5. Teachingmovement
f. 6. Phrasingand transitions

3. Performance and Critical Analysis
a. 1. Performing studies to an audience
b. 2. Critical analysis of student choreography
c. 3. Critical analysis of professional choreography
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