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Catalog Description:
Introduction to the major works of visual art in Western cultures from Prehistory to the early Renaissance including Paleolithic,
Neolithic, Egyptian, Ancient Near Eastern, Greek, Etruscan, Roman, Byzantine, Islamic, Early Medieval, Romanesque, Gothic, and
fourteenth-century and early fifteenth-century art in Northern Europe, Spain, and Italy. Critical examination of style and art historical
analysis of objects from early Western cultures and civilizations.
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3

Lecture Hour(s):
3

Requisites
Prerequisite and Corequisite
ENG-1010 College Composition I or concurrent enrollment; or ENG-101H Honors college Composition I or concurrent enrollment.

Outcomes
Course Outcome(s):
Identify ways in which art history reflects cultures, economies, geographies, and the movements of people and ideas.

Objective(s):
1. Evaluate how and why early Western cultures created art within a social, religious, political, and economic context.
2. Analyze ideas communicated by individual works of western art in terms of their cultural, historical, social, and religious contexts.

Course Outcome(s):
Distinguish various elements of style, describe changes in style, and recognize the movement of style from the Prehistoric to early
Renaissance periods in Western Europe.

Objective(s):
1. Identify specific characteristics of western art and architecture from prehistoric times up to the early Renaissance period in Europe.
2. Compare the way materials, techniques, and technologies used and shared by artists of early Western cultures impacts the creative
process.
3. Compare and contrast characteristics of various art forms seen in western cultures from the prehistoric to early Renaissance
periods.
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Course Outcome(s):
Critically analyze art historical and visual evidence by examining diverse interpretations of past events and ideas through issues of
attribution, provenance, authenticity, and original context.

Objective(s):
1. Synthesize art historical texts, journal essays, and other current related materials.
2. Identify the interpretation of a single work of art throughout history and summarize that work’s reception over time.
3. Conduct object observation and analysis within a museum setting.

Course Outcome(s):
Apply the principles and strategies of visual analysis to a work of art.

Objective(s):
1. Utilize the elements of art and principles of design to demonstrate similarities and differences between artistic styles of various
cultures and civilizations throughout early Western history.
2. Identify the elements of art and principles of design in a work of art or architecture. For example, line, space, color, unity, balance,
etc.

Course Outcome(s):
Explain how past events and objects from early Western art relate to today’s society.

Objective(s):
1. Identify key works of art and architecture from early Western history that inspired or inspire art and architecture today.
2. Define current world events impacting the study, preservation, or discovery of art objects and architecture from the Prehistoric
period to the early Renaissance.
3. Summarize the meaning and function of key art objects from the period in which they were created up to their interpretation from
viewers and scholars today.

Course Outcome(s):
Utilize various scholarly sources to conduct college-level research that demonstrates competency in written and oral assignments.

Essential Learning Outcome Mapping:
Written Communication: Demonstrate effective written communication for an intended audience that follows genre/disciplinary
conventions that reflect clarity, organization, and editing skills.

Objective(s):
1. Practice art historical research incorporating primary and secondary sources beyond art history textbooks.
2. Evaluate and analyze objects in local museums and galleries.
3. Prepare and present oral presentations on specific art historical objects or issues with the use of presentation technology or other
visual aids.
4. Write up the results of research and analysis applied to specific works of art, artists, or periods in early Western history, in
comparative and interpretive essays or papers using correct grammar, rules of composition, and vocabulary appropriate to the
subject.

Methods of Evaluation:
1. Written examinations
2. Quizzes
3. Oral or written discussions
4. Class Participation
5. Term project
6. Research paper
7. Scholarly Journal Review/Analysis
8. In-class or online presentations
9. Journal

Course Content Outline:
1. Defining Art

a. Defining art history
b. Defining style
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c. Defining the basic vocabulary of art (subject, form and composition, material and medium, patron, etc.)
d. Identify the terms associated with the basic vocabulary of visual analysis

i. Elements of art
ii. Principles of design

e. Apply the elements of art and the principles of design to works of art from various cultures
2. Birth of Art and Architecture

a. Paleolithic
i. Cave art

ii. The human figure in art
b. Neolithic

i. Permanent settlements and agriculture
1. Jericho
2. Catal Höyük

ii. Anatolia and Mesopotamia
iii. Stonehenge

3. Art of the Ancient Near East
a. Sumer

i. Ziggurats
ii. Grave goods from Ur

b. Akkad
i. Akkadian portraiture

c. Lagash
i. Gudea

d. Babylon
i. Hammurabi

e. Assyria
i. Sargon II

ii. Ashurnasirpal II
iii. Ashurbanipal

f. Persia
i. Persepolis

4. Art of Ancient Egyptian
a. Predynastic

i. Funerary architecture
b. Old Kingdom

i. Funerary architecture
ii. Sculpture

iii. Painting
c. Middle Kingdom

i. Funerary architectureb) 
ii. Small scale tomb objects

d. New Kingdom
i. Temple architecture

ii. Painting
iii. Amarna Period
iv. Akhenaten
v. Return to tradition

5. Prehistoric Aegean
a. Cycladic
b. Minoan

i. Palace architecture
ii. Painting

iii. Sculpture
iv. Pottery

c. Mycenaean
i. Architecture

ii. Sculpture
6. Ancient Greece
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a. Emergence and Influence of Greek Civilization
i. Religious beliefs and the gods

ii. Influence of Greek civilization on philosophy, political systems, and architecture today
b. Geometric Period

i. Sculpture
ii. Vase painting

c. Archaic Period
i. Architecture and architectural sculpture

ii. Kouros/Kore figures
iii. Vase painting

d. Classical Period
i. Architecture and architectural sculpture

ii. Acropolis
iii. Early, high, and late classical figural sculpture

e. Hellenistic Period
i. Pergamon

ii. Sculpture
7. Etruscan

a. Early
i. Orientalizing Period

ii. Archaic Period
1. Temple architecture
2. Sculpture
3. Tomb decoration

b. Late
i. Classical Period

1. Sculpture
8. Ancient Roman

a. Republic
i. Architecture

ii. Sculpture
iii. Portraiture

1. Verism
2. Family lineage

b. Pompeii
i. City plan

ii. Roman painting
c. Empire

i. Early
1. Augustus
2. The Flavians

ii. High
1. Trajan
2. Hadrian
3. The Antonines

iii. Late
1. The Severans
2. Diocletian and the Tetrarchy
3. Constantine

9. Late Antiquity - Early Christian
a. Brief overview of Jewish, Muslim, and Christian religions
b. Catacombs
c. Architecture
d. Mosaics
e. Ravenna

10. Byzantine
a. Early

i. Justinianic art and architecture
1. Hagia Sophia
2. San Vitale



ART-202H: Honors Art History Survey: Prehistoric to Renaissance 5

ii. Icons
iii. Iconoclasm

b. Middle
i. Greece

ii. Italy
c. Late

i. Painting
11. The Islamic World

a. Overview of the rise and spread of Islam
b. Early

i. Architecture
ii. Calligraphy

12. Late
a. Architecture
b. Luxury arts

13. Early Medieval
a. Hiberno-Saxon

i. Illuminated manuscripts
b. Carolingian

i. Charlemagne
ii. Illuminated manuscripts

iii. Architecture
c. Ottonian

i. Architecture
ii. Sculpture

14. Romanesque
a. Architecture

i. France
ii. Northern Spain

iii. Italy
iv. England

b. Architectural sculpture
c. Painting

15. Gothic
a. Architecture

i. France
ii. Holy Roman Empire

b. Stained glass
16. 13th-14th Century Italy

a. Florence
i. Sculpture

ii. Painting
iii. Architecture

b. Siena
i. Painting
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